
 

 

 

GOD’S GARDEN 
 

God looked around his garden, 
And found an empty place, 

He then looked down upon the earth, 
And saw your tired face. 

He put his arms around you, 
And lifted you to rest, 

God’s garden must be beautiful, 
He always takes the best. 

He saw the road was getting rough, 
And the hills were hard to climb 

So he closed your weary eyelids, 
And whispered “Peace be thine” 

It broke our hearts to lose you 

But you didn’t go alone 

For part of us went with you, 
The day God called you home. 
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Obituary 

 

There are only a few people in this world who distinguish themselves and 
impact our lives in a very special way. MOTHER JANNIE LUCILLE 
REED uniquely displayed her loving, yet stern disposition very well. She 
took purpose everywhere she went and was loved by all who came to 
know her. 

 

In the beginning, Jannie Lucille Reed was born the first child to the union 
of the late Mr. Wade Hampton Reed and Mrs. Rutha Bell Reed. This 
great birth occurred on Monday, May 6th, 1935 in Blackville, Barnwell 
County, South Carolina. Jannie learned, early in life, the value of hard 
work as she grew up on a sharecropper’s farm. 

 

At an early age, family ties brought her to Mount Zion Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Blackville (Lees Community) South Carolina, where she 
joined and became a baptized member. While at Mount Zion she served 
as a former member of the Junior Choir. 

 

Jannie attended the Old Mount Zion School in Blackville (Lees Commu-
nity), South Carolina and graduated from the Old Macedonia High 
School, Class of 1954. After high school, Jannie moved to St. Augustine, 
Florida, where she was employed as a Dietician. Later in life, she relocat-
ed to New York, where she remained until her passing. 

 

Upon her arrival in New York, She united with the Greater Central Bap-
tist Church where she served as a member of the Volunteer Ministry, the 
Senior Choir and remained a faithful member until her health began to 
decline. Once the Mother’s Board was established, she served as a proud 
member and participated as her health allowed. During the summer, Jan-
nie would travel back to Blackville to her home church, Mount Zion, to 
attend the “Big Meeting” now known as Summer Revival. 

 

Jannie relied upon much prayer and hard work to provide for her chil-
dren. She clothed, fed, nurtured, and loved them unconditionally. She 
raised her children in a Christian home and she showed love and kind-
ness to everyone she met. To many it may appear Jannie lived a simple 
life but always stepped out in elegance. She relied upon her favorite 
scripture: Psalms 23 and exemplified this in her strong desire to live to 

see all of her children worship God, graduate high school and live self-
sustaining lives. 

Jannie was a devoted mother, a wonderful sister, a doting aunt and stood 
in the gap for many of her nieces and nephews as a mother figure. Every-
one who truly knew Jannie, knew her greatest joy was being with her 
family….no matter how small or large the occasion. We thank God for 
the life that she lived, and time shared with us. She passed down her lov-
ing kindness and faithfulness, and it is with these attributes and many 
more that will strengthen and encourage us all in the days that lie ahead. 
Our lives have truly been enriched because of her love, selfless ways and 
her giving spirit. God blessed her with (87) years of life, and she lived to 
the glory of God, the benefit of her family and as a friend to countless 
numbers of people. She will be sorely missed, but forever loved. 

 
At 6:10 AM, Monday, December 19th, 2022, while receiving care at Ta-
conic Nursing Facility, Beacon, New York, God whispered Jannie’s 
name, beckoned for her to come, and she answered God’s call. Jannie left 
this world we know as home and went from labor to reward. What a time 
she must have had when she reunited with her loved ones in Heaven!!! 

Jannie was preceded in death, welcomed at the pearly gates and now rest-
ing with her beloved parents: father, Wade Hampton Reed and mother, 
Rutha Bell Reed; maternal grandparents: Benjamin Reed and Jannie Ford 
Reed; paternal grandparents: Joseph Reed and Lucille Milledge Reed; 
one sister: Dorathy Elizabeth Foust; one brother: Hampton Reed and 
three nieces: Joyce Foust, Sheila Powers-Jones and Tiffany Chiffon 
Grant, all of whom she held close to her heart. Imagine them, waiting on 
her with open arms and a “Welcome Home”. 

 

Those remaining to celebrate her life, mourn her departure, cherish fond 
memories and continue her astounding legacy are: three devoted daugh-
ters: Selina P. Reed of Walden, New York, Sabrina L. Wyns (Marcus) of 
Pine Bush, New York and Sharina L. Reed of Florida, New York; four 
grandchildren: Sparkle U. Stevens-Tirado (Roberto) of Goshen, New 
York, Jaquay Stevens of Walden, New York, Jaidon Reed of Florida, 
New York and Apiphany Wyns of Pine Bush, New York; one great-
grandson: Jacere Tirado of Goshen, New York; two sisters: Hattie R. 
Powers (Kenny) of Bronx, New York and First Lady Lillie R. Hughes 
(Reverend Dr. Floyd, Sr.) of Blackville, South Carolina; two brothers: 
Earnest Reed (Deborah) of Aiken, South Carolina and Lonnie L. Reed of 
Danbury, Connecticut and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and many 
sorrowing friends who will miss her dearly. 

 


